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E Duke dela RocueroucavrT LiancourT,

aman, who, at all times, has been diftingunithed

as one of the moft amiable, the moft virtuous, and the

beft informed of all the French nobility, has made a
journey for philofophical and commercial obfervation
throughout a great part of North America, and has
communicated the fubftance of his obfervations te
the World, in the valuable Narrative' which 'is here
prefented to the Britith Public. '
Although no longer a dependency of the Britith
Empire, the thirteen provinces of the American Com-

-monwealth are not regarded by Britons, as a land of

firangers. The mutual animofities of the war of the
American revolution are already cxtinguifhed. Britons
and Americans now think of each other only as bre-
thren ; a kindred defcent, a common lang.uége, con-
genial charaéter, a ftrong alliance of inftitutions, arts,
and manners, render them to one another reciprocally

, interefting, perhaps much more than, in fimilar cir-

cumftances, any third nation would be to either. As
the hiftory of the Spaniards, who firft entered South
America, engages our curiofity more than that of

. the horfes, the dogs, ur the fugar-canes, which they
“carried with them; as the hiftory of the nations of

polithed Europe is more interefiing than that of the

- ‘Fartars and Tongufi ; s accounts of the fortunes of
a2 a fon,

"
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a fon, a father, a brother, a lover, in a diftant land,
arc more auxioufly cxpe@ed, and more eagerly heard,
than if it werc but a cafual acquaintance to whom they
selated : fo, in the fame manner, and for the fame
reafons, cvery ncw coinmunication refpe@ing North
Aunerica, and its inhabitants of Britith defeent, is
naturally, in an extraordinary degree, attraduive to
the curiafity of the people of this country. M, dela
Rochcefoucault’s details concerning colonial life and
manncrs arc, henee, adapted to imprefs a Briti(h ima-
gination, as agrceably as if their fubje® were the rural
aconomy of Wales, of Yorkthire, or of the High-
fands of Scotland, and that, till now, though fo nearly

interefling, yct utterly unknown.
Befides fuch motives of affe&ion and curiof; ty, there
mcreafons of a lcfs rcﬁncd nature, which engage the
commercial people of England, to liften eagerly to all
authentic accounts refpeéting America, A great and
increafing intcrcourfc of trade and ewigration is car-
ricd on between thefe twa countries.  The lands and
national debts of the American Republic are fami-
liarly boufrht and fold i in London, T'he produce of
Amcyicap plantations, the planks frow American faw-
mills, the thips built in Amecrican dock-yayds, are, in
- a large proportion, deflined for the ulg of Britain,
A very npmerous cmigration of udufirious, refilefs,
or enterprifing perfons, arc conftantly pafling from
Britain to America. The transfer of property be-
tween the two countries is great and inceffant. It
would be impoffible to manage the commercial bufiy
nety
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nefs which thus arifes between the two countries with
any adequatc mercantile intelligence, if continual en-
quiries were not diligently made into all circum-
flances that can ‘influence produce, manufalure, and;
demand in the market, efpecially in America, where
all things are as yet much more uncertain, and more
imperfe@ly known than in Britain. The political
relations and correfpondence between Britain and:
America confpire to the fame effect; for there are
many occafions, upon which a Britith politician, in- -
attentive to the progrefs of things in America, would
be entirely incapable of providing for the true politi-
cal interefts of the Britith empire.

it is, however, to the philofophical enquirer, of
whatever nation, that fuch details as the following
volumes contain, concerning the ftate of life and
manners, in America, are likely to be the moft ac-
ceptable and inftru&ive. The progrefs of coloniza-
tion; the firft diffufion of new inhabitants through
unappropriated waftes; the fluggith aukwardnefs of
infant hufbandry; the relapfe into barbarifm, of
thofe outcafts from polithed fociety, whom their for-
tune condudts into regions, where thcy can converfe
only with the wildnefs of rude nature, and where
they are deftitute of all the accommodations of the
arts; the fimplicity of government and of life and
manners, that is natural in countries where popula-
tion is fcanty, and irwhich the fubdivifions of labour,
and all the complex accommodations of fociety, are
unknown ; thc curious contraft between colonial and
. a3 favage
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favage manners, and the effeéts of the collifion be-
tween barbarifm and civility ; topics interefting to
philofophy, above almoft all others in the hiftory of
human nature, and, of all, the moft imperfedily
known ; are to be now, for the firft time, fully elu-
cidated, by a vigilant and unremitting obfervation of
the phafes of focial life in America. For the pur-
pofes of afcertaining and illuftrating the moft im-
portant principles of general polity and jurifprudence,
how often have philofophers in vain attempted to
explore the forgotten and unrecorded beginnings of
'qml life! How often lamented, that the moft in-
terefting period in the progrefs of focicty, fhould thus
be prior to'the age of enlightened obfervation ! How
often, and how ndnculouﬂy laboured to fupply the
deficiency of reeords, by that fort of theory which
has been pompoufly chriftened Conjectural Hiftory ¥
The account of the firft population, meafurement,
and tillage of the plains of Egypt, Affyria, Hindoftan,
ar China, is no_longer to be recovered from obli-
vion : ev en the exaét eircumftances of the fettlement
of the firft Egyptian colonies in Greece ; of the firft.
Lydian, Greek, and Ph:ygxan colonies in Italy ; of
our Teutonic anceftors in Germany and Britain,
muft remain unknown. But, a keen attention to
what is now pafling in the back fettlements of North
America, and to that inceflant emigration from Eu-
rope and from the more populous Amcrican pro- -
virices, by which thofe back fettlements are filled,.
will, at laﬁ amply fupply to philofophical enquiry,
. what
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what had feemed to be irrécoverably loft, and will
enable us-to fill up an important chafin in the hiftory
_of the human fpecies.” It is the vegetable unfold-
ing itfelf from the feed ; it is the opening mind, in
the firft months of infancy ; it is the form of con-
fummate ftrength or beauty, rifing under the artift’s
hand, from the fhapelefs block ef marble; rather
than the full-grown plant, the mature man, or the
finithed fiatue; that the moft delightfully interefis
the philofopher of refined penetration, and the man -
" of tafte, who' to fouridnefs of reafon unites a vivid
delicacy of fentiment, and of imagination. Of all
the pages of philofophical hiftory, nonc can deferve
to be read with fuch earneft curiofity, as thofe which
difplay the nafcent energies of focial life. ‘

- Of fuch inducements to attend to any information
concerning the progrefs of induftry, wealth, and civil
policy in North America, it is impoffible for any
one to-be infenfible in reading the following journal.
M. de la RocuerovcavrLt LiancourT is a traveller
of no ordinary difcernment and diligence in enquiry.
As the friend, and, in fome fort, the agricultural pupil
of that intelligent philofopher, Mr. Arthur Young,
he travelled with views nearly fimilar to thofe by which
Mr. Young was gaided in fo many tours and peregti-
nations, and in the compofition of fo many journals
of hufbandry. The quality of the foil, the advan--
tages for cultivation, the numbers, the indufiry, the
intelligence of the hufbandmen ; the advances which

they have made in transforming the vaft- forefts and’
a4 favannahs
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favannahs of interior America into cornfields and
meadows ; their modes of clearing and culture ; the
quantity of produee which they obtain; their mills,
and other means of manufaure for the market ; the
o)no tunities of profitable fale, have been marked
and recorded by M. de la Rochefoucault Liancourt,
in all thofe -American provinces through which hé
travelled; with an accufacy and fullnefs of informéa-
tion which feem to rival Mr. Young's tour through
France and Italy, or even Sir John Sinclair’s more
elaborate ftatiftical colletions concerning Scotland.
Commerce fhares his attention with tural cedonomy ;
he vifited the lakés, the bays, the creeks, the points
of the influx of the navigable rivers into the fea,
and thofe beyond which navigation cannot afcend
toward their fprings; he furveycd the ftore-houfes;
he marked the artifices of the traders; he eatered the
dwellings of the inhabitants ‘of every different rank,
partook of their fare, and flept or watched in their
. places for reft; he travelled without any thing of
that encumbering apparatus of wealth or grandeur,
which hides the realities of life from thofe it envi-
rons, even at thofe times when their refcarches arc
the mott diligent, and, as they think, the moft fuc-
cefsful. Heliftened, and enquired, and Jooked around
bim, even with, all the bufy affiduity of Sterne’s In-
quifitive Traveller. .. He was not one of thofe who
are willing to content themfelves with guefles and
with general language; but was, on every occafion,
careful to obtain, if poffiblc, ftatcments admitting of
~ : - the
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the firiQeft accuracy of number and calculation. If
unable to look around on thofe fcenes of wild and ma-
jeftic nature, with the fublime and picturefque imagi-
nation of a poet; if unendowed with the tkill of a
fcientific naturalift; M. de la Rochefoucault Lian«
court cannot,. howéver, fail to appear to every readér,
to have been eminently qiidlified to make fuch obfer- -
vations as are beft adapted for the infiru&ion of the
farmer, thc merchant, the colonial emigrant, ‘or the
political ceconomift : And it was precifely a traveller -
of this chara&er who was wanted to give us the moft
defirable new information concerning thé progreffive
fettlement of Ametica. With the'account of trade and
induftry, he unavoidably combines fketches, d_eta_ils;
and flight cafual touches, refpeting the familiar life
of the Americans, which every reader will find highly
amufing and infiru@ive. He exhibits pictures of
Indian manners, which, though mournful, and dif-
gufling to tafte, are, yet, interefting to philofophy,
in conjunction with his accounts of the fettlers be-
fore whom the Indian tribes are gradually vanifhing
from the earth. With his ftatements refpeQing the
provinces of the American -Republic; he prefents’
alfo a multiplicity of important details concerning
the Britith colonial pofifeflions of Canada. He tells
all that he could learn, without being reftrained,
even by confiderations of perfonal dclicacy, or the
fecrecy of honour, from making public feveral things,

which, though acceptable to us, werc certainly net
intended to be thus proclaimed to all Europe, by

thofe
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thofe who communicated them to him. ' Concerninig
the intereourfe, the emualation, the mutual jealoufies,
the dark projeéts reciprocally meditated, between
the Americans and the Britifh colonifts and foldiery
of Upper Canada, he gives a variety of information, -
which we fhould, otherwifg, never have obtained.
The character and predominant opinions of M.dela
Rochefoucault Liancourt himfelf, are, in this volume,
very frankly and amply difplayed. In his chara&er,
great native rectitude and benignity of difpofition
appear to be affociated with fome of the philofophi-
cal affetations of the new fchool, and with fomewhat
of that never-failing gallantry and politenefs which
‘ufed to mark the manners of the old French nobility.
' Although a vi&im to the Revolution, he ftill ap-
proves thofe principles of political reform, upon
which the firft movements toward it were made 2
Thoygh an outcaft from France, he fill takes a
warm patriotic intereft in the glory of the French
.nation. Hence, he inclines, at times, to encourage
the milder clafs of thofe political fentiments, which
the fagacity of Government finds it prudent to dif-
courage. in Britain, as little adapted to promote the
g‘enéréi welfare. And whenever the views, the ins
terefts, and the public fervants of the Britith Govern-
“ment come to be mentioned, he ufually fpeaks the
language of a foreigner and. a foe.* ' :
’ Throughout:

“# In a very few places it has been found expedient to infert.
initials for proper names, and to fubflitute afterifks for fentiments.’

In
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Throughout the whole of his American journies,
there appears to have reigned in the mind of this illuf-
trious.exile, a melancholy caft of imagination, with
a peevith drritability of feeling, fuch as it was very
natural for. misfortunes like, his, to produce. Every
. fcene of beneficent condu@ from great landholders

toward their dependents, brings to his remembrance,
his own endeavours to enlighten and blefs the pea-
fantry upon thofe eftates.in France, which once were
his own. He fhrinks in agony from the exultations
with which Britith officers tell him of the ruin of the
naval force of republican France. . He complains of
a.dirty room, a hard bed, a fcanty meal, as if it were
a grievous misfortune.. He has a peculiar quick-
~nefs of eye at difcovering floth, knavery, and mif-
chief, wherever he travels. The wounds which his
fpirit had fuffered were flill freth or feftering; and
were, therefore, liable to be grievoufly inflamed and
irritated by the flighteft degree of new laceration.
He, not unfrequently, breaks forth into expreflions

.of keen anguifh, or more fubdued and penfive
forrow, which, being the - voice of nature and of
truth, muft.prove to every reader mexpreﬁibly inte~
refting. o

In one or two i;ﬁa_mces where obvious fuppreffion would have
- infinuated more than the original paragraph, the original has been
retained. The motives of the writer, in thefe places, are fo ob<
vious, and his conclufious fo palpably unjuft, that to have fof-
tened or fuppreffed would have been a_bad comphment to the
lmdexﬁmdmg of the" Britith Reader.

o .It
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It is, amidit all this, impoffible not to admire this
amiable nobleman; for labouring to divert the tedium
of his exile, by enquiries of a tendency fo beneficial,
and for accominodating his mind, in fo confiderable
a degiec, to the hardfhips of his condition. Perhaps.
he could not have been more ufefully employed, in
any conceivable profperity of his fortunes. He ap<
pears to have bcen content to ride on horfeback,
‘without a fervant, and to travel about without aught
of the pomp of greatnefs, or the luxiry of opulence,
juft as if he had never been more than a plain fdrmer

“or manufacturer in France:

The ftile is naturally fimple, and devoid of all
affe@ation. The Tranflator has not, in his verfion,
made .any attempt to clothe the work in laboured
elegances or ornaments which it did not originally
wear. *Faithfulnefs, fimplicity, and corre@nefs of
Englith phrafeology, are the chicf qualities, by which
he has afpired to diftinguith his work. He leaves it:
to the rcader, to judge, how far he may have been
fuccefsful or otherwife.

The Englifh Edition has been illuftrated by corre@
copies of the Mars, given in.the author’s . original
work, and a clofe infpe@ion will thew, that thefe
Maps not only corret former Maps of America in
many points, but exhibit in their proper places, for
the firft time, a great variety of new Towns and Set-
tlements. |

" The Indexes will render it eafy to refer to the vo-
lumes, for any fingle particular of the information
which they contain, '

It
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It canpot, for a moment, be doubted, but the
- book of fo illuirious a traveller—free as it is from
all blemithes of affe@ation or . negligence,—filled
with information the moft recent and important,—
concerning a country than which there is no one elfe
"more an object of Britith curiofity,—communicating
nothing but what is plainly of the higheft authenti-
city,—dwelling chiefly en thofe topics of enquiry and
information, which are the moft fathionable, and the
moft attraétive, to policy, trade and induftry,—and
intermingling fuch allurements of ‘pathetic fentiment,
and of perfonal anecdote, as never fail to pleafe,—will,
from all thefe recommendations, be very favourably

reccived by the Britith Public.

H. NEUMAN.
- Loxpon, Sg}lember, 1799. ‘

;l?

N.B. Ths Tranflation has been faithfully made, with-
put oniiffion or alteration, from the lafp Paris Edition,
publifhed by the bookfellers Du Pont, Buiffon, and Charles

}’ongens.

p -~ THE
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~ .. DEDICATION.

A

X 7HEN Ibegan to write a journal of my Travels,
. it was my intention to confine it folely within
~ the circle of my friends : but-fome of them being of
opinion that the publication of it would be of general
advantage, I fubmitted to their advice, and refolved
to publith it on my arrival in" Europe. In chufing a
patronefs for my beok, it was natural for me to feleét |
that perfon who claimed the largeft fhare of my
efteem and gratitude ;—who has been endeared to
me ftill more by her unparalleled misfortunes. There
could be no occafion for calling to remembrance, the .
atrocious murder of a coufin s asitis too well known,
and held in juft abhorrence. But perhaps it is neceffary
to remark, that his virtue was fo exalted as to render
him unfufpicious of fo nefarious a crime, and that his
internal confcioufnefs induced him to flight the advice |
which his friends gave both to him and me, at the
. time when an order was iffued for arrefting us; and
which, in all probability, was not the only mandate
goncerning us from the fame qﬁarter. He would not
: quit
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quit France ; but I, who was lefs confident and lefs
' virtuous, fled from the pgignard, while he fell by its
ftroke !

On my .arrival in Europe, and wlnle I was em-
ployed in preparing this work for the public, I re-
ceived an account of .my aunt’s death, which cut off
all the fond hopes I had entestained of once more be-
holding her, even on her death-bed, It will readily
be fuppofed, that the idea of withdrawing from her
the dedication of my book, could not enter my
afflited mipd. [ have ftill preferved it for her with
a fympathetic regard, Although eflablithed ufage
may hereby be violated, yet he who is fenfible that-
neither friendfhip npr gratitude ends with death,
will eafily conceive the pleafure, melancholy as it
may be, which I receive from the performance of
this laft facred duty to a departed friend, who had fq
many claims upon my warmeft affedtions.——

DEDICATION
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DEDICATION

€ITIZENESS LA ROCHEFOUCAULT D'ENVILLE,
g R
“ My dear and unfortunite Aunk, :

IVE me leave fefpeQfully to prefent you

with an account of my Travels through the
United States of America: It isan oﬁ'ermg of fincere.
attachment and gratitade ; and 1 am confident you
will receive it kmdly How often have I, in the courfe
of this work, lamerited with painful anxiety, that I was’
not near you; that I was prevented by dreadful cir-
cumftarices, fror taking a (hate with your amiable and-
lovely daughter, int affording you that attention and
comfort of which your feeling and afHlicted heart ftood
1o much in need' Undoubtedly my fervices could
fever have been equal to hxs, whofe fate we deplore ¢
but I am bold to think, that in the tendernefs of
my feelings, and in your own heart, you would in
tie have recognized a fon. 1 have fometimes thought
that you miffed rhe; that after recolle@ing every

thing which makes me indebted to your gdodnefs, . -

your advice, and ekample, you have not entirely re-
tioved me from your thoughts. You will eafily be-
lieve that this was one of the refle@ions whieh has
given me the greateft degree of pleafure, The eer<
" Vor L c tainty
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tainty of holding unalterably a place in the affection
of an efteemeg obje@, in fpite of misfortune and fepa-
ration, has a peculiar effe@ in animating the heart of
that man who has nothing to reproach himfelf with.

“ The obfervations you will find in the work itfelf
are not fo perfe& as they might have been ; but you'
know what difficulties a traveller, who withes to con-
vey information, hasto combat. He is always obliged
to be fatisfied with the anfwers given to his quef-
tions : he does not often find a man at leifure or dif-
pofed to give the information that is required : the
perfon who is-queftioned about the objects of his own
bufinefs, frequently knows no more than is neceflary
to carry it on, and is incapable of conveying his ideas
to another, even on the fubject of his own accupa-
tion. And it happens ftill more frequently that party-
{pirit, felf-intereft, or prejudice, deprive thofe anfwers
of all manner of truth and candour. The traveller
himfelf is often deficient in making the proper en-,
quiries ; he often views things with pre}udice, im-
bibed from a certain fyftem, and according to which,
he regulates all his queftions, and all the. snfwers
he receives. To thefe real difficulties are frequently.
added thofe which arife out of the perfonal fituation,
of . the traveller, from the circumftances of the mo-
ment, or from fome opinions which he may have
already formed, before he makes his enquiries. It is
eafy therefore to conceive how difficult it is for a per-
fon who travels to acquire a full and accurate account
of every thing. Lo
: - «1dg
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“ 1 do not fay, that in this tour, I have had the
good fortune to keep clear of the rocks againft which
fo many have ftruck. But I may fay that I have done
every thing in my power to infert nothing but- what
is-authentic. As far as I poffibly could; I'have made
enquiries concerning the -fame thing of feveral men,
of different interefts and opinions. I have done my.
utmoft endeavour-to get rid of cvery partial opinion’
I might have previoufly formed; in thort, I have
fought after truth by every means in my power. The
idea of writing only for you, for my friends, and for
myfelf, has made me ftill more firi& and attentive
with rcgard to the materials which I collected, and
the accounts I afterwards made from them. I have
likewife ftated, almoft on every occafion, the fources
from which I drew them s in order to engage your’
~ approbation; or thew where doubts ought to bc en-
tertained. I have not, knowingly, fiated any thing
that was erroneous s but, ftill, I am far from fuppofing
that I have efcaped every kind of error. I have fre-
quently in one place been unable to obtain an ac-’
count of certain circumftances, concerning which I
had in another place, acquired very full infQrmation,
Although fome books of travels in America may con-
tain fewer facts than I have colleéted ; yet I do not
the lefs, on that account, percecive the defects of my
tour, which I might with ‘more cunning, but with
lefs fairnefs, have concealed from my friends. '

# The territory of the United States is perhaps the
only country in the world which it is moft difficult

c2 : to
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to be made acquainted with, unlefs you have trgverfed
jt yourfelf. Tt is a country altogether in a flate of
progreflive advancement, What is to-day a fact, with
regard to its population; its management, its value,
and trade; will no longer be fo in- fix months ta
come ; and fill lefs in fix months more. It is like a,
“youth, who from the ftate of a boy is growing into
manhaad, -and, whafe fcatutcs, after.the, expiration of
a year, no longer refemble the orlgmal px&ure thaj
had, been drawn of him. The .accounts. given by.
travellers at prefent, and perhaps for many. years to;
come, can only ferye as the means of cnabling diftant
pofterity to form a comparifon between the ftate which.
the country fhall then be in, and what it formerly,
was.. In this point of view it appears to me, that fuch,
accounts are. far from being ufeles. .. . . .
. “ Every day .I travelled, I wrote down the ac-.-
counts, juft as I received them. Whenever I re--
mained for fome time in the fame place, I put togee,
thcr what mformatxon I had col]ec”ccd, and arrapged
it in a better order. I bhave been in,many places
oftener than once; confequenily.the obfervatinns
made concerning them, have been written at the dif.-
fereut times I happencd to be there. . It would have
been QJ} enough to have put them together. into one
article : but in that cafe I fhould not have written
merely a Journal of my travels, which was what I had .
wifhed to.do; that being perbaps the only kind of
work whicih docs not require greater talents than
minc; and where truth can be the pringipal merit.
¢ I have
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. f.1 have fometimes made remarks which had .pros
BC.IZ}JY"I']D. connexion with my tour: it is a grest fatise
faction to him who writes for his frieads, that beis
{ure of their fympathizing affetion,;though he thould
give himfelf up tp the femtiments.and feelmgs of tbq
moment

£ No-doybt, I ﬁand in need, of fo:glvenefs ng
l_mvmg occafionally yielded to an imparious neceflity,
and for having been carried away by the force of im=
preflions which were only of a perfonal nature, Mg
friends will view thefe. deviations with indulgcnge;‘
and perbaps they will even éxperience favour with
thofe readers to Whom my prefent ﬁtuatxon may be
known.
. ¢ With regard o the fule of thxs work probably
my- endeavours to make it gs perfpicuous as poffible,
which has been my chicf obje&, has been produdlive,,
in fome places, of tedious prolixity, and frequent,
tautology. To write with as much Purity and cor-.
re@nefs 3s we are capable of, we want more leifure
than he can fpare, who binds himfglf, to commit tp-
paper every day the obfervations he has made, what- -
gver may be his fituation.

¢ I have fometimes made ufe of" Enghfh terms, and
fometimes turned them into French ;. always taking:
pains, however, to tranflate them as correctly as poffi-.
ble : this I have done whenever I found it practicas.
ble, and never loft fight of the trug meaning. Sgll
there are fome words, ‘which, when tranflated, do not
P?’.k&] y convey the fignification that attached to them

. in
, .
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in Englith: for example—the word cleared fignifies
a piece of land where fome great trees have becn'fclied;
and others have had an incifion ¢ut round them in the
bark, and the branches lopt off and burnt, in order
that corn may be fown. - This is not perfe@ly ex-
plained by the word éclairci, which only means that
fome branches have been cut off, either for the pur-
pofe’ of forwarding the growth of thofe that remain,
or of adding to a pleafant profpe®. The term de-
friché always ﬁgmﬁes cultivated ground from -which
the roots have been taken away : but that land whick
in America is called cleared, is frequently mo# culti-
vated. - The French tranflation of the term fore is
magazin; but it is frequently exprefled by the- word:
bouhgue and yet neither of thefe words conveys its
meaning eompletely, accordmg to the particular cha-
ra&er, obje&t and ufe of a ftore in Amerxca, and efpe-
cially in-places thinly inhabited. The words magazin
and bouttgue may be met with repeatedly in-books of
travels, but the reader will never be able from: them
to form an idea’ of the meaning which belongs to
the word ffore in America. A ftore is a fhop or place
where all kinds of commodities intended for cona
fixmption are.td be found, and fold by retail ; nothing
1. excluded from it: here are candles and matches,
as well as ftuff and tape. The word fettler has never
the fame meaning with Aabitant. The fettler, in ge-
neral, is a man who repairs to a particular place,
with an intention of fettling in it ; but he is not
always the inhebitant of it. A tract of land is faid
, ta
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to be fettled, when a fufficient number of inhabi-
tants have fixed themfelves in it: but the meaning
of this kind of fettlement can never be exprefled by
the words habité, peuplé or établié. In order to exprefs
certain circumftances and fituations in a new ftate,
it is no extraordinary thing to be obliged to adopt
new terms. Thercfore, my dear friend, you will, with-
out doubt, forgive me for having attempted to intro-
duce new words into our language.

~«In a word, dear Aunt, whatever imperfe@ions
this work may pofiefs, I offer it to you with confi-
dence ; although to others it may be indifferent, I.
. am certain, that to you it will be abundantly inte-
refting.”






TRA V E. L S
l, Tﬂnoucn ‘THE
UN ITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA,
"CANADA, &c.
N IN THE YEARS 1795,7 1796, »A}.ID '1797.

Sk i

RESIDENCE of 'five months in; Phila-
~ delphia has afforded me adegree of
previous information .relative to the United
States, from which I cannot fail to derive ef-
fential fervice in the courfe of my intended
journey. I have had the good fortune to meet '
with an agrecable young Englifhman, who is
well informed, is a pleafant companion, and is
" uncommonly fond of travelling. His name is
GUILLEMARD, and he is defcended from ote
of thofe French families, with which our un-
happy differcnces in religious matters enriched.
England. He has been induced to vifit this
part of the woild, folely by a with to obtain
accurate information relative to - America,
without any view whatever of pecuniary ad-
.. Vor. L B . vantage
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vantage from his expedition : a rare inftance of
~ liberality of mind. With a fortune handfome,
though not large, he deems himfelf fufficiently
opulent ; and the inquifitive turn of his mind,
as well as his'difinterefted temper, difqualifies
him for thofe purfuits, by which many perfons
in this country rapidly enlarge their fortune.
I am perfuaded he is the beft travelling com-
panion I could have found,-and 1 fhall endea-
vour to imprefs him with a fimilar opinion of
e’ before thc clo{c of thc fummer. '

' 5th of lk[a_y, 1795

We intended t6 have - fet out at an early
hour yéfterday morning, but our departurc was
delayed till this day at noon; a trifling dclay,
liowever, confidering the length of the jour-
ney, on which we enter. We have left Phi-
Tadelphia; - Our party confifts of Guillemard,
myfelf, his Englith fervant, our three horfes,
a fourth- to’ carry our luggage, and my faithful
ﬂog Cartouche, who has been my conftant
tompanion thefe fix years. I left Philadelphia
with pleafure ; but I bear with me a ftrong
feeling of gratitude towards'a great number
of its inhabitants, whe have treated me with
SO ' L - . the
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the utmoft kindnefs. Iam particularly im- -
preffed with fentiments of affedtion for the
.amembers of the refpectable family of Cugro,
who received me as ane of their friends, and
who muft:appear highly amiable even to thofe,
who have not {o many reafons to ptaife them,
as | have. They are good, eftimable, and agree-
able, in every point of view: my warmeft
thanks, my beft withes remain with them.

7 . NQththﬁandmg the kind rcccptmn, which
1 met Wlth in Philadelphia, I am glad I have
feft it. A poor forcigner, conftantly over-
‘whelmed with civilities, which he is unable to
geturn, muft even at beft lead an unpleafant
life. -He endures a ftate of conftant depen-
dence; fraught with melancholy refleions,
‘which the apprehenfion of being burthenfome
generally infpires. He imagines himfelf in-
debted to pity for the kindnefs he experiences,
which, did it aétually fpring from that feurce,
would be cruelty. Often does he indulge fuch
reflettions with injuftice, miftruft being the
infeparable companion of the deftitute, on
whom what is called phxlofophy has but little
influénce. CLy

- Hitherto we have travelled in the fame road,
B2 through
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through which we paffed about a fortnight
ago. In this place I fhall infert the journal of
that little tour, which, although it bears no
proportion in length to the account that I pro-
pofe to write of the remainder of miy travels,
will not, I truft, prove wholly uninterefting.

3o

!

A4 TOUR TO AND: FROM NORRIS TOWN.

ON the twentieth of April Mr. Guillemard,
CaLes LowNEs, and myfelf, fet out on horfe-
back from Phlladclphm, through Ridge Road,
on our way to Norris Town. This road, like
all the public  roads ‘m Pennfylvania, is very
bad, for provifion is brought to that city from
all parts in large and heavy laden waggons.
The conftant paffage of thefe waggons: de-
ftroys the roads, efpecially near the town,
where feveral of them meet. ’Ridgc Road is
almoft impaffable.

The diftri& of the city extends about four
or five miles north and fouth, and-is bounded
on the eaft by the Schuylkill. This extent
was originally aﬁigncd to it by WiLLiaMm

) PENN
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PeNN, when he formed the plan of the city.
He promifed to every fettler, who fhould pur-
chafe five thoufand acres of land in the coun-
try, one hundred acres within the city-diftric,
and two town-fhares; a4 promife which was
faithfully fulfilled by him and by his fuccef~
fors, as long as any town-fhares and acres of
land within the 'diftriét remained for diftri-
. bution. William Penn kept only five or fix
thoufand acres for himfelf. This land isin its
foil of a very indifferent quality, but its vict-
nity to the town occafions it to be bought
with great eagernefs. It is covered with coun-
try-houfes, which, in point of archite&ure, are
very fimple; from thetr greét number they
however enliven and embellith the whole
" neighbourhood. Very few of them are with-
out a fmall garden; but it is rare to obferve
one, that has a grove adjoining, or that 1s fur~
rounded with trees; it is the cuftom of the
country to have no wood near the houfes.
Cuftoms are fometimes founded in reafon,
but it is difficult to conjeCure the defign of
this practice in a country, where the heat in
fummer is altogether intolerable, and where

B3 the
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the ftru@ure of the houfes is defignedly edapt-
ed to exclude that exceflive heat.*

Land in this neighbourhood is worth about
eighty dollars an acre ; three years ago it was
worth only forty-two. Two miles from the
city Ridge Road interfe@s the entrenchments,
which the Englifh conftructed during the laft
war, for the purpofe of covering Philadelphia,
after they had penetrated into Pennfylvania
through the Chefapeak. Tire remains of thefe
works are ftill vifible. But the prefence: :of
the Englifh is more ftrongly teftified by the
ruins of many half burnt and half demolithed
houfes, fo many expreflive monuments of that
inveterate animéﬁty, with which the war was
carried on, and which was highly difgraceful to
the generous fentiments of a people, who well
know, that every evil inflitted on an enemy,
even in time of war, without the plea of ne-
ceflity or advantage, 1s a crime. Alas! the

* The reafon is, becaufe the country was univerfally
wooded, when the building of thefe houfes was firft be-
gun; and in a country thus wooded, to clear the {pace
round the dwelling-houfe was'juft as natural, as to plant
round the houfe in a country otherwife bare of wood.—
Tranflator.

evils
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evils of fuch a. ftate, however allevigted, wxll
ftill be far too ‘numerous. . .-

As the country on 'this. fide of Ph;la,delplna
poflefles more varicty than, on any: .other, - it 1s
here we difcover the moft agrecgble: profpe&s,
farne of which ate truly- charming ; -and. more
fo, the nearer we. approach the .Sghyylkill,
The cantraft between the- rocks,-which form
the. banks of this .river, and the. numerous
meadows and -adjacerit corn fields, gives this
profpeét a mixture of romantic ‘wildnefs, and
cultivated-beauty, which is really _dqlightful;

- The'road we have entered does not join the
‘Schuylkill, except near the falls. This name
has been very improperly given to g flightin-
equality in the level of the ftream, produced
by pieces of rock of unequal fize in the bed of
the river, which, as they accelerate the motion
of the water with a certain noife, obftru&,
no doubt, the navigation; yet fo far are they
from forming any confiderable water-fall, that
they arc entirely covered at high water ; and
at that time {mall veflels, which ply along the
night bank, pafs thefe fall, - although not
without danger. A fmall rivulet, which, a
fhort diftance aboye thefe falls, runs into the
‘ B4 Schuylkill,

~i
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Schuyikill,- ‘turns feveral tobacco, - muftard,
chocolate, paper, and ‘other mills; none of
which: are’ confiderable buildings; but their
great varicty énlivens and_beautifies the land-
fcape:' ‘Above the falls, 2 Mr. NicHoLsox
poflefles large iron-works, a button manufac-
tory, and a glafs-houfe. - But none of ‘thefe

~works are ‘yet ‘completed. The buildings,

however, which ‘appear to be well conftru&t-
ed, are nearly all finithed.- A particular build-
ing is afligried to every- different branch of la-
bour; and the largeft is defigned for the habi~
tation of the workmen, of whom Mr. Nichol-
fon will be obliged to keep at leaft a_hun-
dred. Thecfe buildings are on the right bank,
and the warchoufe, which is to receive the
manufa@urcs, is on the oppofite fide. The
pieces of rock, which occafion the falls, . form
an eafy communication acrofs the river, and
would greatly facilitate the conftrudtion of a
bridge, were fuch a project to be carried into
execution. .

The fituation of this fettlement is extremely

well chofen; for, on the very fpot where the

navigation of the river is intercepted, all the

materials ncceﬂ'ary can be procured from both
fides
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fides of the.water. The fand required fc;r the

glas-houfe is brought fromt the banks of the . -

Delaware ; the caft-iron from the higher parts
~ of the Schuylkill, and the pit-coal (which is
fold in Philadelphia at- two fhillings, or four
fifteenths. of a dollar per buthel) from Virginia.
The completion of the canal, which is to unite
the Schuylkill with the Dclaware, will greatly
facilitate the fale of the manufaGures. The
want of thefe commodities, which have hither-
to been drawn chiefly from Europe, enfures
them a certain market ; in-hort, every thing
promifes fuccefs to this undertaking. All
thefe natural advantages however mutt vanifh,
if ever there fhould arife a want of moncy,
large and prompt fupplies of which are requi-
fite to give activity to the whole; as well as
judgment, induftry and economy.

There 1s in America a fcarcity of perfons
capable of conducting a bufinefs of this kind.
There are alfo but few good workmen, who
are witl\x difficulty obtained, and whofe wages
are exorbitant. The conduéors of Mr. Ni-
cholfon’s manufafories are faid to be very
able men. But then a whole year may elapfe,
befare the workmen fall into a proper train of

bufinefs,
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bufinefs, fo that Mr. Nicholfon’s fituation. does
not afford the moft flattering profpeéts of fuc- °
cefs, if his returns be not rapid, .as well as large.

. The conductors of the manufactories being
abfent, we were not able to obtain more am-
ple information ‘concerning this eftablithment,
and for the fame rcafon ‘we could net learr,
whether 1t be mtended’.to make ufe:of the
fame machines, which are ufed in- the ‘great
iron-works in Europe. The whole road from
Phlladclphla to Roxborough is full of granite,
and covered with a fort of mica," which is re-
ducible to the fineft duft, ‘

. About ‘half a mile from Mr. Nicholfon"s
buildings, on the bank of the Schuylkill, is
the houfe of one RoBERTSON, where we in-
tended firft to ftop.

Robertfon, a: quaker, and brothex of Calcb
Lownes’s wife, is a miller and farmer on his
own account. He - pofleflcs ‘an eftate of two,
' hundred. and fifty acres, of which. thirty. only
are covered with wood. The land is, on the
whole, of very inferior quality in this diftni&.
There is but little wheat cultivated here, the
common grain being maize, called in America
Indian corn, rye, and fome oats. An acre ge- '

nerally
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nerally yields from twenty-five to thirty bufhels
of maize, from eighteen to twenty bufhels of
rye, and about ten buthels of wheat. Mr.
Robertfon manures his land; but it is a fur-
prifing fa&, that he fetches his dung from Phi+
‘ iadclphia at the high price of three dollars a
load, containing about five cubic feet, when
he might eafily procure it in abundance on his
"own farm. Seven fuch loads are allowed to
every acre, and his land is manured every three
or four years. His meadows are fuperior to the
reft of his grounds ; in common with all other
American farmers, he mixes plafter of Paris
with his feed. Four oxen and two horfes are
fufficient to do the work of this farm, a part
of which is fo fteep, as to be incapable of cul-"
tivation. Day-labourcrs are procured here
without. much difficulty ; they receive _four
thillings a-day with board, or five fhillings and
nine pence without it. The price of Indian
corn is five fhillings a buthel, of wheat from
nine to twelve, and of barley fix. Hay is ge-
nerally fold at fixteen or eighteen dollars a tun,
but at this time it is thirty-three, Common
meadows yield about three ‘tuns, but thofe in -

a good fituation, which are properly cultivat-
ed,
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ed, and fown with clover, or other grafs, at
times produce eight tuns. Mr. Robertfor
buys lean cattle, from the fattening of which
he derives a profit of fixteen, twenty, or twen-
ty-five dollars a head. Robertfon however af-
fcrts, that hay is the moft lucrative produce
arifing from the meadows; at leaft it is that
which, with equal profit, requires the leaft toil.
‘T am aftonifhed at the fhallow arguments the
farmers of this country offer, to juftify this fa-
vousite fyftem, of avoiding whatever requires
labour. On this principle Mr. Robertfon will
not keep a dairy, or make either butter or
cheefc, though, were he to try the experiment,
he would foon c:épcrtcncc its advantages, It
appears, that this quftom partly arifes from the
{carcity and great expence of labourers, but
full more from the prevailing indifference and
indolence of the farmers, who prefer the in-~
~ dulgence of this difpofition to a fmall advan-
tage. It is alfo, in fome meafure, to be at-
tributed to the national chara&ecr, in which
indolence is a very ftriking feature. In point
of agricultural knowledge, Robertfon 1s but
little fuperior to the fervant who conduéts his
" bufinefs; he 1s ﬁllcd with prejudices, and is
even
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cven ignorant of many things, which in Eu-
rope are confidered as the A B ¢ of hufbandry.*

He appears, however, to be far more fkilful,
asa miller. His mill, which is faid to be the
firft that was built in America, is worked by
a nvulet, called Wiflahiccon, which turns
_ twenty-five other mills, before it reaches Ro-
bertfon's. It has three water-courfes, and
three feparate mills, two of which work for
the manufacory, as they call it, and one for
the public. The latter grinds all the comn
which is brought hither, without the leaft al-
teration of the mill-ftones, in its paflfing from
the grain to the flour; which naturally ren-
ders the meal very indifferent: the miller's
due is one tenth, according to the law of the
‘land. " Robertfon does not grind any Indian
corn on his own account; nor has he any kiln
to dry it. " Meal from thls corn is not bad, if

* This indiﬂ’erence to improvement, of which the
Duke complains, is a/ways to be obferved while agricul-
_ture is in its infancy in a country, and while there is
enough of land, but little accumulated ftock. It is the
* chara@eriftic of a particular ftate of fociety; and does
ROt originate from the accidental and peculiar caufes, to
which he afcribes it.—Tranfiator.

fpeedily
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three of whom he pays; he gives one hundred

and twenty dollars a year to the firft,. and
eighty to each of the other two. Thé reft
atc apprentices, who receive nothing but  vict
tuals, clothes, &c. A barrel of flour is at this
time ¥ worth ten dollars. Robertfon com-
plains of the quality of the grain-of laft year,
‘which, he fays, is not heavy, but in general
hollow. I have, however, {feen fome very good

. grain of laft year. I heard him fay that grain,

attacked by the Heflian fly, notwithftanding
it becomes bad and hollow, yields flour, which,
though fomewhat indigeftible, is not quite un-
wholefome. The banks of the Schuylkill were
vifited laft year by great numbers of thefe flies.

The county-rates are the fame at Roxbo-
rough as in the whole diftri&t-of Philadelphia,
of which this place forms a part, namely, from
five to fix thillings per cent. upon all property.
The other taxes have df late been reduced to
little or nothing. A perfon in affluent cir-
cumftances pays but one or two fhillings to-
wards the repair of the higi\-roads.'- Poor-rates
are quité ‘unknown, as there are feldom any
poor in the country; and a fmall fum has been

* Twentieth of April, 1795. - -
' lad
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laid up in the bank for the fupport of the
poor,—if there fhould be any; which ftock
yields annually about forty or forty-two dol-
lars, and thefe are added to the capital. There
is alfo a modecrate tax of fix or fcven thillings
on every hundred pounds a man is worth,
which he pays as an offering towards the pub-
lic fervice of the ftate, that he may remain
undifturbed in the enjoyment of his proper-
ty. And this is fix miles from Philadelphiz-
—furely this muft be a happy country.®*
The Wiflahiccon flows between hills, which
are high and covered with wood. A fine wa-
ter-fall of about fcven or cight feet, and as
broad as the bed of the rivulet, fupplies Ro-
bertfon with more water than would be re-
quired for turning many more mills. ‘The
banks of the rivulet bear a wild and romantic
appearance, and the brook, winding in the
moft beautiful meanders through the woods
* It is the proportion between, on the one hand, what

may be gained in every fituation, with the diverfity of
fuch fitvations—and, on the other hand, what is to be paid
JSor public proteftion, with the degree of fecurity and com-
Jort fuch prote@ion may give;—which is the fole and

precifc point upon which an eftimation like that which

the Duke here makes.— T ranfator. .
: v and
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and rocks, forms a grand, yet gloomy, profpe&,
which catches and detains the eye, and difpofes
the mind to penfive refle@tion. The various fitua-
tions of this fublunary life prefent to us the fame
obje&s in very different points of view. How
- different are the impreflions I now feel, from the
pleafing fenfations with which memory and hope
once enlivened my fancy—but 1 will depart,
and be happy, that I may not enhance my mif-
fortunes by painful refle®ions.
* From Roxborough we proceeded on to Spring-
mill. After having left the banks of the Schuyl-
kill, we travelled through a tra& of country in-
terfe®ed by a regularly alternate fucceffion of
hills and vallies. We found here feveral badly
watered meadows, which are capable of great
improvements. The farms here are very clofé
to one another; all_the land is cultivated ; vérjr
little wood is to be feen, at leaft, without going
to a diftance from the highway. As we pro-
ceed, the country becomes extremely beautiful.
The corn-fields are now green, the leaves bcgin
' to fprout forth, and the fruit-trees are covered
with blofloms ; all nature revives, her face glows
with life and beauty ; and my temper has not

yet attained fo great a degree of apathy, as to
Vor. L. C render
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render me infenfible to the charms of this fea~
fon, which always captivated me with irrefiftible
power. Yet the uninterrupted and high fences

of dry wood greatly disfigurc the landfcape, and

produce a tedious famenefs. Thefc might be

cafily replaced by trees which endure the froft,

as thorns are fuppofed here (I think without any

juft ground) to be unfuitable to the climate.
Some of the fields along the road are bordered

with thaga or cedar, but thefe experiments are :
rare; and, in general, the land is inclofed with
double fences of wood. The country is covered
with neat houfes, furrounded with paintcd rail-
ings; which indicate profperity, without re-
minding us of thofe Europcan eftatcs, which are
cither enriched by a refined agriculture, or orna-
mented with coftly and clegant country-feats.

. Near Springmill we again faw the Schuylkill.
Springmill confifts of eighteen or twenty habita-
tions, which lie clofe to ecach other, and are -
moftly either farms or mills; it is fituated in a
valley, far morc extenfive and fpacious than any
we have hitherto pafled ; and the foil is alfo fu-,
perior. The greateft part is grafs land, extend-
ing as far as the river; while the oppofite bank,

fteep, woody, and cven forpewhat rocky, forms
a beautiful
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a beautiful contraft with the charming plains of
Spnngmxll The profpe up and down the
river is extenfive, and ftrikingly variegated by

green meadows and dark mountains.
Springmill is the place, where is fituated the
farm, mentioned by BrissoT in his travels, as
being cultivated by a Frenchman, whofe fkill
and philofophy he highly praifes. This French-
man,. of whofe name Briffot \gives only the ini-
tial, is Mr. LEcaux. His farm has been fold on
account of his inability to pay the fecond inftall-
ment of the purchafe-moncy. He now a&ually
rents fifteen acres, which he has converted into
a vineyard. But the prefent moment is by no
means the time, in which vmcyards appear to the
,greatcﬂ: advantage ; the vine fcarcely begins to
bud, and is almoft without life. The foil is very
good, and, as far as we were able to judge, well
chofen, both on account of its funny fituation
and interior quality; and the cleanlinefs, as well
~as fkill, with which the ground. is managed, is
very remarkable. No kitchen-garden can be in
better order; the vine-props are already fixed in
the ground. The fifteen acres give employment
to fix labourers, whom Mr. Legaux procures
without much trouble ; he pays them three fhil-
. C2 lings
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lings and nine pénce, and provides them victuals,
His dwelling is a fmall ftone cottage, one ftory
high, about twenty fect in breadth and ten feet
deep ; a very indifferent, dirty kitchen, feparated
by a wainfcot partition from a real alcove, which
contains a miferable bed, conftitutes all the apart-
ments of this cottage. In the fmall room were
jumbled together in one confufed heap, books, .
furniture, papers, glaffes, bottles, and philofo-
phical inftruments. The fight of a man of li-
beral education reduced to fuch penury, excites
a painful fenfation.

Mr. Legaux was not at home on our arrival ;
we were informed ‘that he was in Philadelphia,
as, no doubt, we were fufpeted as unwelcorme
vifitors. He was, however, at a ncighbour’s;
and we had no fooner left his houfe to remount
our horfes, than we were called back, and he
haftened up to us. To an unfortunate man, re<
duced to fuch a ftate of retirement, the vifit of
three ftrangers is an occurrence not to be ﬂxghted
He knew that one of the thre¢ ftrangers was a
Frenchman, for I had left my card. The view
‘of a countrjman at fo great a diftance from our
native land, is far imore pleafing than that of any

other perfon. It is fo at leaft to'mie, though the
pleafing
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pleafing fenfation I feel on fuch occafions, is fre-
quently embittered by the. thought, that at this
" unfortunate period of the revolution a French-
man is fometimes the very worft company which
a Frenchman can meet.

Mr. Legaux accofted us with a countenance
which apparently befpoke content. His drefs
perfeily correfponded with the reft of: his efta-
blithment. A long coarfe flannel waiftcoat,
black breeches, and ftockings full of holes, and
a dirty night-cap, formed his whole attire. - He
1s a man of about fifty or fifty-five years of age ;
his eyes are very lively, and his whole phyfiogno-
my indicates cunning rather than goodnefs of
heart. In the courfe of the thort converfation
we.-had thh him, he told us; that the cruel and
rigorous conduc of the perfon of whom he had
bought the eftate, which he poffeffed at the time
of poor Briffot’s vifit (this was his expreflion),
had compelled him to fell it again, and to rent
the f{ipall vineyard which he was now cultivat-
ing. He confiders the fuccefs of this enterprize
as certain, and thinks that it will prove very: lu-
crative to him. He aflured us that his wincs
arc already very good though the oldeft of them
had not yet been .in the cellar more than two -

Cs years.
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years. They are Medot vines; and one vine of
the Cape of Good Hope, for which he paid forty
guineas, has already produccd nearly two hun-
dred layers. He faid that his wine is of a peculiar
flavour, yet more like the ¢ wvin de Grave” than
any other wine. He pays a rent of fixty-two
, dollars for his fifteen acres. This is, in few
words, the fubftance of all we could learn con-
cerning his plantation. On our afking him why
he fettled in America nine years fince ? he ac- )
quainted us that he was an advocate in the par-
liament of Metz, but left his fituation and his -
- country to affift his friend, Mr. FouLqQUIER, in
his fun&ions, as intendant of Guadéloupe, and
that this intendant having been ftrongly fuf-
pected of mal-admiviftration in the colonies, had
exculpated himfelf by throwing all the blame on
him, Legaux, whofe purity of fentiments had
ever been equal to his zeal for his ungrateful
friend. None of his expreflions befpoke that
tranquillity and peace of mind, which a man
might be fuppofed to enjoy who thus withdraws
from the world to lead a fequeftered life, and
cultivate the ground. He even appeared diffa-
tisfied with every one, efpecially with the Ame-
ricans, of whom he repeated twenty times that
we



NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 23

* we could never entértain too much fufplcxon
“Although this man received us kindly, and fpoke
many handfome things of my family as well as of
myfelf, affuring me that he had heard a great
deal about me previoufly to my leaving France,
yet-I was difpleafed with him, and he excited in
.me rather difapprobation of what he termed his
misfortunes, than compaffion for his prcfcnf fitua-
tion, though my frame of mind was much in fa-
vour of the latter. What I heard concerning
him, on my return to Philadelphia, has confirm-
ed me in my opinjon. He is a worthlef, litigious
man, who, during the nine years he has refided
in America, has been engaged in upwards of two
hundred law-fuits, not one of which he has gain-
ed. However ftrong may be our prepofleffion
againft America, it is highly improbable that juf-
tice thould {o obftinately be denied to a forcigner:
On the contrary, it is much more likely that a
man who has entered or defended two hundred
actions, muft have been auated folely by a liti,
gious difpofition, and that none of his claims
were well grounded ; efpecially if he himfelf con-.
duced the fuit, which is extremely probable, as
he was formerly a lawyer, Mr. Legaux’s reputa-
tion at Philadelphia is not of the beft com plexion,
. Cse and
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and I verily believe that if an enquiry were made

into the affairs of Guadaloupe, the refult would

not prove favourable to this fage, this philanthro-

pift, this philofopher, (on whom poor Briffot pafles

fo high an eulogium,) who cannot live in peace -

~ with his neighbours, but quarrels with every one
about him. '

We left the Schuylkill by Springmill, to ftrike
to the thorteft road to Norris Town : the land is
of the fame defcription with that which we
had juft paffled. On the road from Roxborough
to Norris Town we had now and then a view of
the river, and at times alfo of a more diftant range
of fmall hills, rifing in the form of an amphi-
theatre ; this is a branch of the Valley-hills,
which form a part of the Blue Mountains.

. Norris Town is the chief town of the county.
of Montgomery, about feven- miles from Phila-
delphia. This chief town of the county confifts
~of ten buildings, in one of which the feffions are
held; in another the judges refide when they
come to hold the affizes; a third is the county
jail; three others are inns; the reft are farm
houfes, fhops, or habitations of labourers. Al
the houfes are ftrongly built of ftone. Norris
Town, fituated on an eminence, about a quar-
! ter
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ter of a mile from the Schuylkill, enjoys a grand
and very extenfive profpet; and forms itfelf, even
viewed at a diftance, a very ftriking and con-
{picuous objeét. The quarter-feflions are held here
regularly, but the circuit-courts only once a year,
and at times only every two or three ’years, when
there are no caufes. The jail was built about two
or three years ago, after that of Philadelphia, -
But, thanks to the penal code of Pennfylvania,
it 1s feldom inhabitcd by any other perfon than
the keecper.  When we vifited it, a Frenchman
was confined there on ftrong fufpicion of having
forged a bank nate: he is to remain in this pri-
fon until the next quarter-feflions, when he will
be either acquitted or. removed to Philadelphia,
unlefs the circuit thouyld happen to be held in "
that town. The prifon-gate was open, and the
prifoner might have effeted his efcape without
any difficulty, had he been the leaft inclined to
do fo. But he did not:efcape, either from a re-
liance on his .innocence, which I with may be
the cafe, or from the rifk of being taken again.
Itisno eafy matter to difcover the neceflity, nay,
the utility of fuch confidence as this, which is
more nearly allied to indolence than humanity.
It is Juﬁ as difficult to afflign a reafon why a
Frenchman,
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The canal, intended to join the Schuylkill with.
the Delaware, begins at Norris Town, and half
a mile of it on this fide is completely finithed.
Its bed, which was parallcl to the river, is about
¢ightecn or twenty fect in breadth, and three feet
dccpl. The canal is opened abodt three miles
farther. Here marble rocks are to be cut through,
which flope down to the river. This is a labo=
rious, as well as very expenfive, undertaking ; as
every cubic toife of rough ftone cofts nine fhil-
lings,. and fifty workmen only are employed in
this work. The canal, when finithed, will be .
of great advantage to Philadelphia; but when
will it be finithed ! It is begun near the town on
a very bad plan; in for,pc places 1t s filled up
with fand that has been wathed together to the
h_éi_ght of ten feet, which can never kecp water.
It is reported, that Mr. Warsox, an Englith en-
gineqr, who fuperintends the eonftruction of this
ganal, very particularly recommended that it
might be dug on the oppofite bank of the Schuyl-
klll, as 1t would be much more folid there; but
gs it was much to the intereft of the directors of
the company, that the canal fhould pafs through
their eftates, thcy were deaf to every other pro-

pofal, and the canal is now executed on the moft. .
' difficult
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difficult and- moft circuitous plan, with little
profpet of ficcefs. The money for conftru@-
ing the canal, began already ‘to fill thort of #the
fum required, and feveral fubfcribers kept back
their fubfcriptions beyond the limited time of
payment, even at the hazard of forfeiting the fusn
already paid, as well as all claims to the advani-
tages refulting from the completion of the canal;
rather than they would incur the rifk of fintking
a further fum; when thé legiflative power, ap-
prifed of ¢he obftacles which obftruéted the com- '
pletion of the work, granted a lottery to raife a
fum of four hundred thoufand dollars, intended
for the execution of all pradicable plans of in.
land navigation, one hundred and thirty-three
thoufand dollars of which are to be approptiated
to the completion of the Schuylkill canal. = If
the meafure of a ftate lottery can ever be juftified
by the vaft utility of the objed. to which the
money it ptoduces 1s applied, it certainly is fo in
the prefent inftance. But among a corrupt peo-
ple, crimes and vices are generally encreafed by
the inftitution of a lottery ; and can the legifla- -
ture of Pennfylvania flatter itfclf, that it will not
confiderably add to the corruption and immorality
of the inhabitants by an eftablithment fo ex-

‘ tremely
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tremely dangerous, and of which a very imirffo-
derate ufe has already been made in Anferica ?
After having viewed the canal, as far as it is
at prefent finithed, we vifited the quarries which
yield the marble, of which nearly all the chimney-
picces in Philadelphia, as well as the ornaments
of. many ftreet-doors, fteps before the houfes, and
windows are formed. - This marble is black and
white, and very hard. It is found in great abun-
dance in the quarriés, which have hitherto only
been opened 1n thefe places, and not to any great
extent. It is, however, true, that we faw the
principal quarry only, and that many others have
been opened in the neighbourhood.  We were
even- told of 'a quarry where the marble is all
" white, but it was at too great a diftance to be
vifited by us. That which we faw is in the dif-
tri of Plymouth, where there is alfo a mill with
two faws for cutting marble, which lies on the
rivulet Plymouth. The mill contains nothing
worthy of noticé, but its fituation is extremely
pi¢turefque and pleafant. '
" The whole tra& of country from Norris Town
to within one or two miles from Roxborough,
is covered with lime-ftone, more or lefs perfect.
The ftrata are moftly inclined, forming an angle
' of
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of forty-five degrees, and in fome places inter-
fperfed with hard quarry-flone, and even with
flints. We found in the road a great quantity
of hard ftone; a quarry, or variety of the granite-
ftones, which contain about three or four cubic
feet, feem to be wafthed up by the water. Be-
tween Roxborough and Philadelphia-granite is
again found, and the earth is covered with mica.
We are again in the fame inn, at which we
put -up before. The landlord is making a well,
and the ground, where they are digging it, being
very loofe, he lines it with a large wooden cylin-
der, five feet in diameter, and within the cylinder
conftructs a wall eighteen inches thick. '

-

May the Oth, 1795.

From Norris Town to Trap the 'country is,
much varied, very hilly, highly cultivated, with
little wood-land, many orchards and meadows,
water in abundance, brooks, fprings, and creeks
of every fize; two of the latter, which are by
no means {mall, we forded, namely, the Shipack,
eleven miles from Norris Town,and the Pachiom-
ming, two miles farther on; they were both
fomewhat deep. The roads are very bad, and no
attempts are made to repair them ; we cannot;

therefore,
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therefore, be furprized at hearing, that fo many
ftage-coaches are overturned.

Trap is a village in the diftri&t of Providence,"
‘which is the largeft and moft affluent in the
whole county. The foil, which is very good, 1s
cultivated in the fame manner as in other places;
" more land lies in grafs here, tharr we have feen
any where fince we left Philadelphia. There
. are four different churches ih this diftri&, where,
asinall the other flates, the minifter is paid by
thofe only who belong to his fe€t.  The fpeakers
" among the people called Quakers are the only
ones who preach gratis. The manner of paying
for divine fervice is the fame as in Philadelphia ;
people pay for their feats in the church.

The provifion produced in the diftri¢t of Pro-
" vidence is fold in thé market of Philadelphia.
The taxes in this diftri&, as well as in the county,
amount to about eighteen pence for every hun- .
dred pounds of taxable property, with the ex-
ception of the poor-rates. The poor are rather
numerous in this diftri&®, and f{ix hundred and
forty dollars are raifed yearly for their fuppott.
The common price of labour is three thillings
and fix-pence a day, with board ; and the price
of land fluctuates between thirty-two and forty-

: feven
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{eveni dolluss per dcre, in proportion to the ftate
of its inclofures, cultivation, and buildings. Bread
made of rye or Indian cotn is the common food
of the labourer, who, in addition to this, has
meat thirée times a day.

'WEé arrived at Trap, and inteiided to diné at
Pottfgrove; but we wére under the neceflity of
returning by the fame road we had come. The
fervant, who fhould havé joined us an hour be-
fore, did not ariive; and ds we knew this delay
muft have been bccafioned by fome accident, we
were determined to learn what it was. We miet
him about a mile from Trap, leading both his
horfes by the bridle, but without the baggage,
which had fallen off four miles farther back, and
sur poor Jofeph Being unable to procute any af-
fiftance, and fuppofing that we fhould be uneafy
on his account, had left it in the caré of a wo-
man, and had procceded thus far to inform us of
his misfortune. We therefore returned the other
four miles; and placed the baggage again on the
horfe, but in fo indifferent a manner, that after
we had travelled two miles; it was again likely
- to fall off. Mr. Guillemard, taking every thing
mto confideration, convinced us, that the horfe
was too heavily, as well as unikilfully laden,
- VoL. L ' D and
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and we therefore refolved to procure a waggon,
to convey our baggage to the inn.

During our ftay at the inn, to which we re-
turned, we learned, in the courfe of converfation
with a furgeon, that the number of gentlemen
of his profeffion is pretty confiderable in this dif-
tri& ; that one is to be met with every fix or feven
miles ; that their fee for a vifit at the diftance of
two miles, is one fhilling, and every additional
mile adds one fhilling more, befides the charge for
medicines; that inoculation of children for the
fmall-pox is very common ; that the fee for this
eperation amounts to two dollars ; that the moft
a phyfician of known abilities can make, ip this
part of the country, is one thoufand three hun~
dred dollars a year, but that very few make fo
- much, in confequence of which, all medical men,
with few exceptions, follow fome other employ-
ment befides their profeffion, and become either
farmers or fhop-keepers, to increafe their income.

Although the inn, at which we put up, was
not that which had been pointed out to us, and
was, in fa&, no better than a fmall, miferable ale-
houfe lately opened ; yet we met with very good
accommodation. We had tea and coffee for
brcakfaﬁ baeon, tonguc, and cggs for dinner, -

and
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tnd every thing tolerably clean. Whilft we were
~ contriving the means of fending our baggage to
Reading, the ftage-coach happened to pafs, and
took charge of it: we then continued our _;our'-
ney to Pottigrove. o

The road thither is exa@tly of the fame de-
feription with that between Norris Town and
Trap. The ground where it confifts of fand, is
good, but extremely bad where the foil is rich,
having been entirely foaked through by the rain,
which -fell the day before yefterday; the foil
confifts, in general, of a ferruginous carth, par-
ticularly near Pottfgrove. The landfcape is beau-
tiful along this road, aboundmg with a great vae
riety of fine views, wonderfully enlivened by the
verdure of the corn-fields and meadows. We
pafied through fome parts of the country, where
the grafs was fine, ftrong, and thick, in fhort, as
- good as it could poffibly be. If agriculture were
better underftood in thefe parts ; if the fields were
. well mowed and well fenced; and if fome trees
had been left ftanding in the middle or on the
‘borders of the meadows, the moft beautiful parts
" of Europe could not be more pleafing. But
thefe ‘eternal fences of -dead wood, thefe dry
'mmzc-ﬂ:ubblcs of laft year, thefe decayed trees,

D2 which
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which are left ftanding until they are rotten, -
and the abfolute want of .verdant trees in the
corn-ficlds and meadows, greatly impair the
beauty of the landfcape, but without being able
entirely to deftroy its variety and charms.

The country about Pottfgrove is ftill more
pleafant ; the plain, in which this fmall market-
town is fituate, 18 more extenfive than any we
have hitherto feen, and, at the fame time, is.in
the higheft degree of cultivation. The foreff-
mountains, which are in fight on the left and in
the front, form beautiful borders to this land-.
{cape.

In the neighbourhood of Pottfgrove we again
difcovered the Schuylkill, which we had left.
near Norris Town. Along its whole courfe its.
banks are delightful, and all the land, through
which it paffes, is good. I do not know a finer
river in point of water and views. If European
tafte and magnificence adorned the banks of the:
Schuylkill with country-feats, it would not be
_excelled either by the Seine or the Thames.

Pottfgrove is a market town, and originally
laid out by a quaker-family, of the name of Porr.
About forty years ago they purchafed land of the
ftate at a very low price, and fold it afterwards

. ‘ at
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: &t a confiderable profit, according as it was
" more or lefs fought after. It is now ‘worth
thirty dollars in the town, and from thirty to

thirty-feven in the adjacent country: The fa-

mily of Pott have eftablithed confiderable iron

forges, and by means of thefe much increafed
the fortune, which they acquired by the fale of

the lands. They are generally fuppofed to be

very rich. Pottfgrove confifts at prefent of about

thirty well built houfes, and belongs to the dif-
trict of Douglas, which forms a part of the county-.

of Montgomery. The poors-rate are very incon-
fiderable, and all neceflaries of life are cheaper:
here by nearly half than at Philadelphia.
As 1 alighted from my horfe, I difcovered a
Frenchman, among the feveral perfons who were
ftanding at the door of the inn, by a certain
_charadteriftic deportment, which is eafily dif~
cernible in individuals of all nations, but more
particularly fo in a Frenchman. An involuntary

, movement, fome natural feeling, drew me to-
wards him. His name is GERBIER ; he isa ne-

phew of the celebrated advocate of Paris, by

whom he was brought up, and the fon of a fa»
mous advocate at Rennes, of whom he has receive

ed no intelligence during thefe laft ten months.
D3 . In
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In St. Domingo, where he refided formerly. as a
merchant, he married a Creole, a friend and
fchool companion of Madame de Ma~TULE,
with whom he lives in one of the houfes of this
borough. _ ' '

It is impofiible to meet with a Frenchman in
thefe times, without being called upon ta liften
to the hiftory of his loffes, his misfortunes, and to |
his refentments naturally refulting from them.
Mr. Gerbier’s account of his misfortunes, how=
ever, was very fhort, though they appear to me
very great. As to his refentment, he exprefled.
himfelf on this point asa man of fénfe, who
withes not to entertain any. 'He feemed melan-
choly and dejefted, yet poflefling a ftrong mind.
Misfortunes, borne with patience and refignation,
are cver fure to excite compaflion: I heartily
fympathife in thofe, which have fallen to his lot.
-He poffefles a fmall portion of land in Afylum,
whither he intends to remove, as foon as his wife
has recovered from her lying-in. He fpoke with
much praife of M. de BLacons, of the excel-
fent Mr. KeaTing, of M. D& Mox~TULE, and
of Du PeriT THouARs, He appeared to me a
mild and worthy man, but rather too much de-~
prefied by misfortune ; for, at his age, and with

. his
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his abilities, he might find numerous refources in
this country. After he had left ine, he received a
letter from his mother, a lady turned of feventy.
She informed him, that the and his father were
both well ; that they had fortunately efcaped the
dreadful guillotine, the drownings and fhootings,
which would ever - difgrace the French revolu-
tion ; that they ‘could not fend him any money
at that time, but that they would pay any fum,
for which he chofe to draw on them. This wife
and fenfible letter was written, hawever, in the
language of libcrty The poor young ‘man ‘was
happy to perceive, that I participated in his j joys
and yet this glimpfe of fun-fhine was not able to
difperfe the profound melancholy which cloud-
ed his mind. I muft obferve, that Mr. Gerbier’s
mother, in the defcription which fhe gave of the
fituation of France, fpoke of great diftrefs, and
cfpecmlly of the depreciation of affignats, which
was fo great, that a fowl coft two hundred
Tivres in paper money, and three livres in fpecie.
The inn at Pottfgrove is very good ; it is kept
by a German. The inhabitants of this boreugh
arc moftly Germans. Here we found the ftage-
- coach, by which we had fent our luggage; but
“the lcttcr-cafc, -which contained Mr. Guille-
D4 : mard’s
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mard’s money, had been left behind in- Trap,
Endeavouring . to think of every thing, my tra-
velling companion thinks, in fact, of nothing,
Thus we are obliged to fend back to Trap, to
fetch the letter-cafe, even if it be not ftolen, a
point which we fhall learn to-morrow at Read-

ng.
On Thurfday, the 7th,

- We ftopped at the White Horfc, four miles
from Pottfgrove. This inn is kept by a French-
man, a native of Lorrain, who has married an
American woman, the daughter of a native of
Avignon, by a woman from Franche-Comté,
The whole family fpeak bad Englith and bad
French, but probably good German. They pay
a rent of eighty-fix dollars for fifty acres of land
and the houfe ; their owner lives very near, and
keeps a thop. The houfe and the land, which
1s of very good quality, would have been worth
{ixty dollars more, had it been let to a private
family. But the fhopkeeper had very juftly
calculated, that a good tavern fo near his houfe
was of more value to him than fixty dollars,
and that a well frequented inn could not but
procure chﬁ_omcrs to his thop, from whom he,
~ would
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- waeuld 'be. likely to derive advantages far ‘ex-
geeding the fum: which he thus facrificed,

" The good people of the inn enquired with
much eagernefs for news from France. My
friend told them, that it would be obliged to
fuftain another and more dreadful campaign.
« How ! a ftill more dreadful one than the pre-
ceding campaign,” they exclaimed, ‘¢ notwith-
ftanding the : Englih were beaten laft’ year?”
<« There are .many other enemiges,” replied my
friend, ¢ Ruffians, Auftrians.” ¢ Aye, aye,” faid
the good peaple, ¢ all thofe who do not like
liberty ; but the French will neverthelefs tri-
umph, if it pleafe God, over all the f- s
Thefe are the fentiments, and fuch is the lan-
guage of moft Americans ; and indged- this muft
be the opinion of all, who are not acquainted
with the crimes. attending our revolution; and
- even they who are fo, very juftly impute them
to the various faions, and carefully diftinguith
and feparate them from the caufe of liberty.
The principles and condu@ of the coalefced
powers.are treated with the fame degree of in-
dignation as thofe of the tetrorifts. The lefs
- informed clafs of men confider the matter in
this light, and, in fa&, in this light it thould be

o confidered
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confidered by all, who are able to lay afide for o
. moment their grief and their misfortunes, and
to contemplate the true nature of the cafe with
a calm, unbiaffled mind. Liberty is now ftrug- -
gling with defpotifm. If the caufe of liberty
prove triumphant, it will be able to organize
itfelf, and to acquire regularity and order; it °
will ceafe to be anarchy, and become true na-
tional freedom, If defpotifm triumph, it will
organize' itfelf for no other purpofe, but to en+
flave the world. :

The fituation of this borough, and likewife.
of all other places on the road from Pottfgrove
to Reading, is delightful. Indeed the country
appears to become more lively and populous,
the nearer we approach the latter town. Corn
and faw mills are numerous here; and there
are many crecks with ftrong currents, which
turn the wheels of fome iron-forges. The moun-
tains, which rife on the banks of the Schuylkill,
and feparate Reading from the other part of the
county, begin to form a ridge, which at firft -
ftrctches along under the name of Oley Hills,
and afterwards takes that of Lehi-hill. Thofe
marks of the increafing improvement of the
country, which are obfervable as far as Bethlem

and
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and the Delaware, are dlfo perceivable here.
Log-houfes, conftruéted of trunks of trees, laid
one upon another, the interftices of which are
filled up with clay, are feen no longer, having
“been replaced by framed houfes, confifting how-
ever of balks, properly hewn and fhaped, and
covered with boards; and even buildings of a
ftill better conftru&ion are already to be feen in
fome parts. They now build only with ftone
and brick, and no woodland remains to be con-
verted into arable ground. The wood that is
ftanding is. left for confumption. Oak fells at
three dolars and half, and hickory at four dol-
lars and half a fathom. A few miles from
Reading the price of land is from twenty-five
to thirty dollars, if covered with wood; and
from one hundred and ten to one hundred and
thirty dollars if grafs-land, Day labourers. re-
ceive three fhillings, carpenters and mafons four
fhillings a day. - :

We overtook the ftage-coach again at.the
White Horfe, where the paflengers breakfafted,
It appears fomewhat ftrange to Europeans, to
fec the coachman eat at the fame table with
the paffengers; but it would feem equally -
ftrange to Americans, to fee the coachman eat~

: ing
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ing by himfelf. It is futile to argue againft the
cuftoms of a country ; we muft fubmit. Equa-
lity, "pretended equality, which widely differs
from trye freedom, is the foundation of this
cuftom, which, in fa&, injures nobody; it is
- for the fame reafon, that the fervants, who wait
at dinner or breakfaft, are feated, except while
_they are ferving you, and that the landlord at-
tends you with his hat on his head. A man may
be allowed to diflike this cuftom, without pof-
fefling any extravagant fhare of weak pride. An
inn-keeper, a thoe-maker, a taylor, are naturally °
at hberty to wait on people, or to let it alone;
but if they choofe to wait on others, they thould
keep at a proper diftance, and obferve the re-
fpe&, which becomes their fituation, It muft
be obferved, however, that many an inn-keeper
in America is a captain or a major; pay, 1 have
feen drivers of ftage-coaches, whop were colonels :
fuch things are very common in America. There
is much greater propriety in the cuftom that
prevails in England, where the tradefman is.
- treated with politenefs and refpet by his em-
. ployers, whilit he, in return, obferves the due
decorum of his fituation, without meanly facri-
ficing that noble principle of liberty, which every

| Englithman
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Englithman cherifhes with_confcious prid_c: it
will foon be the fame in France.

Reading, the chief town of the county' of
Berks, which contains about thirty thoufand in-
habitants, is fituate on the banks of the Schuyl-
kill. The building of the firft houfes com-
menced in 1752. The family of Penn repur-
chafed the land, which they had originally dif-
pofed of, for the purpofe of building on this
fpot the chief town of the county. It confifts
at prefent of about five hundred houfes; a few
of thofe which were firft built are full ftand-
ing; they are log-houfes, and the interftices be-
tween the trunks of the trees are filled up with
ftone or plafter. In confequence of the flight
manner in which they were finithed; feveral of
* them have tumbled down; vanity has pulled
down others; but all thofe built within thefe
few laft years are of ftone or brick, and have a
neat appearance. The town is improving in
point of buildings; the ftreets are broad and
ftraight, and the foot-paths are fhaded by trees,
planted in front of the houfes.

This town has little or no trade, and fcarcely
any manufaltures. There is one, at which a
confiderable number of coarfe hats are fabricated

‘ of
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of wool, procured from Philadelphia, to which
_place the hats are fent for fale ; with a few tan-
yards, which prepare leather for the confumption
of the town and neighbouring country. : The
population of Reading is eftimated at about two
thoufand five hundred fouls, confifting chiefly
of lawyers and inn-keepers. Some new houfes
were built in the courfe of laft year ; but no in=
creafe of the number of inhabitants has been ob-
ferved for feveral years. They are all either
~ Germans; or of German defcent; great numbers
of the inhabitants of the town and neighboura,
ing country do not underftand a word of Eng-
lith, and yet all the public alts, and all the ju-
dicial proceedingsare drawn up and conduéted in
“the Englifh language. Hence it often happens,
* in the courfe of law-fuits, that the judges un-
derftand no German, and the parties, witnefles,
and jurymen, no Englith, which renders the
coriftant attendance of interpreters neceflary, to
repeat to the judges the depofition of the wit-
nefles, and to the jurymen the fumming-up of
the judges. The adminiftration of juftice is
therefore extremely imperfe@. Many law-{uits,
however, baving no other obje& than to fatisfy:
the hatred and paffion of the moment, by drag-

: ging
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ging an adverfary before the judge, both par-
ties are frequently fatisfied with the fentence,
of whatever complexion it may be. How many
differences might be fettled on amicable: terms,
but for this revengeful difpofition to praceed to
extremities, which prevails in all countries, and
enfures to lawyers a certain fubfiftence; or ra.
ther how many law-fyits might be accommo-
dated, but for the great number of lawyers and
. courts of juftice! Law-fuits are very frequent
in Reading, and originate chiefly in debts, quar-
rels, and affaults.

There is a printer in Rcadmg, who publithes
a German gazette weekly ; the price is a dollar
a year. The fale extends as far as Pittburg,
and does not exceed one thoufand ene hundred
copies. Everyone here, as well as in all other
parts of America, takes an intereft in flate af-
fairs, is extremely eager to learn the news of
the day, and difcuffes politics as well as he:is
able.

There are three churches in Reading ; one
for the people called Quakers, another for Ro-
man Catholics, and the third for Lutherans. The.
two laft are much frequented by Germans, in
whofe native language the fermoas arg@ielivered.

. Every
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Evety ofic pays for the fupport of that forin of
worthip, which he has chofen for himfelf; fres
quently without attending it, which is to his
tafte, to which he is accuftomed, or which
fome whim or other moves him to prefer;
Generally fpeaking, few men go to church;
. at. leaft few of the firft clafs. Religious wors
thip is left chiefly to the women, who, forms
ing the leaft bufy clafs of mankind, are the thoft
affiduous frequenters. of the theatres and the
churches. The Lutheran church is much re<
forted to in the morning, and the Roman Ca-
tholic fervice in the evening. The minifters,
who are paid by fubfcription, receive about four
hundred dollars per annum. Being without pos
litical importance, and confined to their ecclefis
aftical fun&ions, they are religious, humane;
and tolerant. If their condu& were otherwife;
their parithioners would change them juft as
readily as withdraw their employment from 4
thoe-maker, who thould make bad fhoes. They-
live in perfe& harmony with one another. The
fermons delivered in the different churches are
chiefly of a moral caft. Lutherans, Roman Ca=
tholics, and Quakers intermarry with each other.
Mr. REa®, the gentleman to whom we had 4
letter
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Jetter of introduion, has ten children, two of
whom only have been baptized; the reft are
left to choofe their religion for themfelves, if
they think proper, when they arrive at years of
difcretion. . ,

The fortunes of thofe, who are accounted
people of property in Reading, are in general
moderate. An income of eighteen hundred or-
two thoufand dollars a year is deemed large;
and at leaft a part of fuch incomes is always
earned by fome ufeful employment. . Here are
indeed fome gentlemen poffeffed of large pro-
perty, but then this has been generally obtained
by commerce, or elfe accumulated in the town
itfelf by difhonourable means, namely, by buy=-
ing up, at a low price, demands againft poor
{mall proprietors, and driving them from their
pofleffions by judicial proceedings. The num-
ber of people, who have made fortunes in this
manner, is not great; yet there certainly are -
about three of them in the'town, who poflefs
capitals amounting to two hundred and fifty or
‘three hundred thoufand dollars.

‘The fentiments of the inhabitants of this town
and the neighbouring country are very good,
and breathe a warm attachment to the federal

Vor.I. E government.
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government. ‘There is no democratic fociety.
Reading fent about eighty volunteers on the -
expedition againft Pittfburg, forty of whom
were equipped to ‘ferve as cavalry. They all
.belonged to rich families, and were engaged in
bufine(s ; but either their own zeal, or the in-
Huence of their relations, impelled them to de--
vote themf{elves to the public good. In confe-
quence of this public fpirit, a fociety has been
formed at Reading, called the FIrE SocieTY,*
the members of which enter into an obligation
to keep at their common expence two fire- en-. -
gines, and each at his own expence two buck-
ets, a batket, and a fack, and to attend at'the
firft alarm of fire. ‘This fociety, which refem-
bles that of Philadelphia, and many others of
the fame defcription, which are very common .
all over America, fpares government an ex- .
pence, which otherwife it would be obliged to
incur, and enfures a more fpeedy affiftance to
fufferers, than any public inftitution could pof-*
- fibly afford. It will perhaps be faid, that this
fociety originated from the perfonal intereft of

* The eftablithment of a company for infurance from
lofs by fire, may be expe&ted to follow next, in the pro-
grefs of improvements at Reading.—Tranflator.

every
-
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every.individual member or fubferiber: be it fo;
for what elfe is public fpirit, but private intereft
properly underftood ?

Some public buildings, fuch as a large houfe
for the different officers of the county, and the
archives, a prifon, and a feffions houfe, have
been very lately built at the expence of the
county. ‘The taxes are very fmall. Of three
lawyers, with whom we pafled the greateft part
of our time at Reading,' not one could inform -
me of the exa@& total amount of the taxes, but
they all agreed, that they are very inconfider-
able, or next to nothing. The county-taxes
and poor-rates, taken all together, may perhaps
amount to about fixpence in the pound, or a
- fortieth part of the yearly income. On parti-
cular occafions, or when public buildings are to
be erefted, they are doubtlefs higher, but never
fo high as to take from a rich man more than
twelve dollars a year.

There are weekly two market days in Rcad-
ing, and the market is well fupplied with pro-
viﬁon. In fuch diftri&s as lie near the market,
the price of building-ground, two hundred feet
in depth, is twenty-five dollars per foot ; in
lefs ‘populous parts of the town only ten dol-

Ez, ' lars,
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lars. ‘The rent for large convenient houfes, at
fome diftance from the town, amounts to one

hundred and fifty dollars. ‘The price of land is’

about twenty-two dollars an acre, and near the
town from thirty-two to thirty-fix dollars.
Meadows near the town coft one hundred and
fifty dollars. A great number of them belong
to the family of Penn in right of purchafe;

for it is.well known, that all lands and tene-

ments, which this family held in fee, were re-
deemed by the ftate, on granting indemuifica-
tion more or lefs adequate to their value.

" The Schuylkill does not flow through the
town, but at a diftance of about five thoufand
- paces. . A projet is formed for extending the
town to the bank of the river, and it will cer=
tainly be carried into effe@, as foon as the canal,
which is to join the Schuylkill with the Suf-
quehannah, fhall be finithed, a part of which is
already completed. Reading will then become
a confiderable ftaple for inland traffic. A toler-
ably extenfive corn-trade is already carried on
here. In winter, when the navigation is obs
ftru&ted by ice, the neighbouring farmers, who
- happen to be in want of money, bring their corn
totown. The wealthy inhabitants buy it af a

‘low-
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low price, lay it up in granaries, and fend it to
Philadelphia as foon as the river is navigable,
as it is, in general, for veflels of one hundred
or two hundred tons burthen, except when it:
is frozen. '
The banks of the Schuylknll are exquifitely
beautiful near Reading, indeed more fo than in
any other part of its courfe.. On the fide oppo-.
fite to the town arifes a range of richly culti~
vated hills, covered with as many houfes as
can be expected in this country. Beyond thefe
heights are mountains of more confiderable ele-
vation : and beyond thefe are feen the lofty:
fummits of the Blue Mountains. The whole
form a profpe&t at once pleafing and fublime.
A great number of brooks run into the Schuyl-
kill, and turn many paper, faw, plafter, and oil~
“mills in the vicinity of Reading. The inhabi-
tants of the town are temperate, induftrious and
prudent people. A tradefman clears as much
money in a few years, as enables him to buy a
plantation in the back country, where he either .
fettles himfelf, or fends one of his children.
Perfons who quit Reading and its vicinity ge-
nerally retire to the country around Sunbury
and Northumberland. Some poor Germans from
: Ez time
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time to time arrive here from Europe, getrich,
purchafe a plantation, and retire. |

They marry here very young. Few women
remain unmarried becyond the age of twenty
years : and marriages are very fruitful. The
mortality among children is, upon an average,
much lefs here than in Philadelphia. The
“country is healthful. Perfons grey with age are
numerous, and epidemical difeafes rarely break -
out. Living is cheaper here, by one half, than |
in Phlladclphla

- We had letters to Mefirs. Read and BripLE,
" and cannot fpeak with fufficient praife of the
“handfome reception we experienced from thefe
gentlemen. - They anfwered all our queftions
with a degree of patience as obliging on their
part, as it was advantageous tous. ‘The day we
ftopped at Reading was fpent at Mr. Bridle’s,
where we found Mr. Read, Judge RusH, bro-
ther to Doctor RusH of Philadelphia, and Pre-
fident of the diftrit, General RoveRr, who, dur-
ing the laft war, ferved conftantly under La i
FAYETTE, and holds now the place of Regif-
trar, Mr. EckARD, an a&tuary, and Mr. EVAN\S, ‘
who is a lawyer as well as Meflrs. Read and
Bridle. The converfation was pleafant enough,

- It
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It conflantly turned upon the political fituation
of Europe, of which every one will talk, and
which is rightly underftood by none. But it-
is the topic of the day, to the difcuffion of which
we muft fubmit. Excellent principles of go-
vernment, a warm attachment to France, ab-
horrence of the crimes which have been com-
“mitted, and fervent withes for her welfare,
formed the prominent features of the convere
fation. Several very acute and judicious obfer-
vations on the fubjet of England were made,
which did not befpeak great partiality for that
country. The gentlemen fpoke with enthufiafm
of W ASHINGTON, with gratitude and efteem of
La Fayette, and, in fhort, difplayed the moft
laudable feelings. During a walk we met forhe
ladies, who, to judge from the manner in which
.their attendants condu&ted themfelves, muit be
of very little importance in fociety., Mr. Bridle,
who, without faying a word, gave us tea in the
evening, feemed {carcely to have eaten his din-
ner. : . '
The civility of our friends in Reading was
not confined to a kind receptiont; they alfo of-
fered wus letters to gentlemen at Lancafter, and
in other placeson our road, which, thdugh we
E4 - were

+
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were already provided with a tolerable number,
we accepted with the fame fatisfation as they

were offered. ; : .
One of thefe letters procured me an introe-
du&ion into the farm of Angelico: I was de-
firous of being more accurately acquainted with
the ftate of agriculture and hufbandry about
~ Reading, which, in Philadelphia, had been point-
ed out to me as the moft perfe in all Pennfyle
vania, and I therefore withed to converfe with
one of the beft informed farmers; Mr. EvaNs
had been named to me as fuch. He fuperintends
and manages the farm of Angelico for Mr. N1~
cHoLsoN in Philadelphia, who bought. it three .
years ago of Governor MiFFLIN. This farm,
which lies three miles from Reading on the way
to Lancafter, confifts of nine hundred acres,
four hundred only of which have hitherto been
cultivated, and fifty of thefe lic in pafture,
From fixty to feventy acres confift of the fineft
meadows, fome of which are fown with clover.
They are watered at pleafure, partly by the An-
gelico, a fmall brook from which the place takes
its name, and’ partly by a very copious {pring,
which waters fuch parts as are not within reach
of the Angelico. 'The grafs is fine, ftrong, and
: , buthy, -
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bufhy, and the only care taken of it confifts ina
flight irrigation. The reft of the land is under
the plough, and produces wheat, rye, buck-
wheat, oats, and Indian corn, but without any
fixed rotation of crops. The land is of the beft
quality, being a rich clay, from twenty-four to
twenty-eight inches deep. Some places are ftony.
More or lefs manure is laid upon the foil every
" three years. From four to five cart-loads of
dung, about fifteen hundred weight each, are
generally allotted to an acre; but the dung is
far from being in a ftate to anf{wer the intended
purpofe. ‘The produce of the firft year, after
the ground has been cleared, is twenty-five
buthels of wheat, forty bufhels of rye, forty
bufthels of barley, eighty bufhels of oats, twenty- -
five buthels of Indian corn, per acre. It would
produce confiderably more, if the wood were -
felled in a more careful manner, and the ground
fomewhat deeper tilled. "It is the cuftom, and ‘
confequently the general opinion, that the

- ground muft not be ploughed deeper than four

or five inches. I have converfed with Mr. Evans

on this fubjet, who could not help allowing,

-that the above opinion is erroneous. He was

entirely of my way of thinking; but it is the

cuftom;
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cuftom, and that has more weight than the
cleareft reafoning. Newly cleared land fome-
times produces better crops after the fecond and
the third year’s tillage, than at the firft; and
this generally happens when the ground has not
been cleared with fufficient care. The ufual
produce of this land is ten bufhels of wheat,
twenty of rye, twenty of barley, forty of oats,
and eighty of Indian corn. This diftrict has net
fuffered from certain infets, called /Jice, which
occafion fometimes confiderable mifchief to the
crops ; nor had the Heflian fly much damaged
the corn here. The plough-fhare is of iron;
it has but one broad fide bent towards the right.
It is ill contrived, and turns up the ground very
imperfeétly. Two horfes are able to draw the
plough in a pretty ftrong foil. The work of the
farm 1s performed by five men, fix horfes, and
twelve oxen. Mr. Evans’s wife and children
manage the bufinefs of the houfe, of a pretty
~ confiderable dairy, and of the poultry-yard,
which is much better ftocked with fowls than
American farms ufually are. The butter which
is not confumed in the houfe, is fent in winter
to Philadelphia ; but in fummer they make good
cheefe, which is fold for ten pence a pound.
The
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" 'The corn is either fold in Philadelphia or Read-
ing. Mr. Evans fattens fome oxen, but their
number does not e¢xceed eighteen, though he
poflefles feventy acres of meadow land; thefe
oxen, together with his twelve cows and fix
horfes, confume almoft all his hay, for he fells
very little. He keeps it in barns, and fome-:
times in ftacks made after the Englith manner,
but fo very badly, that they generally tumble
down. Every acre of meadow, if mowed twice
a year, yields from three to four tuns of hay,
and the price of this article was laft year four-
teen dollars a tun., ‘
-Mr. Evans keeps no more than forty or fifty
theep. ‘This {mall number affords an additional
proof of the prejudices, which prevail in this
country ; ¢ to keep many of them,” Mr. Evans

obferved, ¢ would be the certain means of
“lofing them all.” 7 On ‘my mentioning to him « .~

the example of England, he faid, * 1 know all
this, but it is the cuftom here, and a wife cuf-
tom it-is; for our neighbour, Mr. MorGAN,
who would keep more, and had a good fthepherd

from Europe, loft them all. We do not with

for more than are neceffary to fupply us with

wool .
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on this {ubje&, it would be neceffary to traverfe
the wood, to be acquainted with the wants and
cuftoms of the country; and befides, it is well
known, that in France, where the management
of woods is fingularly well underftood, the rear-
ing of trees is deemed one of the moft difficult
arts. '

My friend, Mr. Guillemard, who is more fond
of his bed, and lefs partial to farms, than I am,
fuffered me to leave Reading fome hours before
him ; he overtook me at Angelico, and thence
we entered upon our journey to Lancafter.
There is no public conveyance yet eftablithed
by the ftate between Lancafter and Reading,
though thefe are both confiderable towns. The
ftage-coach goes from Reading to Harrifburg,
fituate on the Sufquehannah, and on the road to
Pittfburg. Another ftage-coach goes from Har-
rifburg to Lancafter, which forms a circuit of
eighty miles; though, by the dire& road, the
diftance is only thirty-one miles. There is, in=
deed, a poft, which goes twice a week from
Bethlem to Lancafter, and paffes through Reads
ing, but is of no ufe to travellers. This poft,
which makes a journey of eighty miles, fre-
qugntly arrives without bringing one fingle let-

ter;
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teP' every thing evinces, that the country is yet
in an infant fate, but fhews, at the fame time;
that it is proceeding, by large and rapld ﬁndes,
to a ftate of confiderable ﬁrenvth. :

The country between - Readmg and 'Lancaﬁer-
abounds with mountains and vallies. - ‘The for«
mer are not high, but run in ranges. . ‘The vals
lies are chearful, well watered, abound with
fine meadows, and are tolerably well ‘inhabited:
Almoft all the inhabitants are Germans, ‘o, -at
leaft, of German defcent. The greateft part {peak
no other language than German. The houfes
are fmall, and kept in very bad order 3 the barng
are large, and in very good repair. The general
appearance of the country, which -is very rich
and pleafant, refembles that near the Voghefian
Mountains, except that here the mountains are
not fo high. We continually meet with brooks
or creeks, with numerous mills and a luguriaat
verdure. ‘The road is tolerable, except in fome
places, where it is miry, or rough with ftones.
Four miles from Lancafter the hills decreafe in
height, and two miles from the town they ter-
minate in a plain.

On our way we {topped at Ephrata, where
we vifited the DuNkEeRs, a {ort of monks well

Vor. L. F . known
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known in America by the folitary life they lead,
though their number is but fmall. We had a
letter to Father MiLLER, the Dean of the fo-
ciety. ‘The houfe, which is built of a very in-
different fort of ftone, and badly roofed with
laths, is the refidence of feveral hermits, the re-
mains of fixty, who formed the fociety about ’
forty years ago. A few yards from this houfe
ftands the nunnery of the order, which con-
tains ten or twelve nuns, {ubjed to the fame
rules.

‘The venerable Father Miller is an old man,
not far from eighty years of age. His eyes ftill
fparkle with a degree of fire, and his imagina-’
tion is ftill lively.- Our curiofity led us to en- .
quire after the inftitution of the houfe, and the |
do&trines of the order. Father Miller fatisfied
this curiofity in a manner the moft. tedioufly
diffufe, by giving us a minute account of every -
point, however trifling, of the do@rine and hif-

-tory of the Dunkers. 'This hiftory is a tiflue of
abfurdities, like that of all monks. A ridicue
lous compound of ambition, and of the dgﬁrﬁ_
of infulating themfelves apart from the ftate, is
common to-them all. The Dunkers were in-°
ftituted in the fame place where they at prefent

refide,
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refide, byone ConrAD PEYSEL, 2 German, who,
however, foon perceived, as well as themfelves,
that the life of an anchorite is neither the moft
pleafant, nor the moft ufeful in the world. He
colleéted them intoa {ociety, and conduéted them
to Pittlburg, ‘which, at that time, wasa wild,
uninhabited place. The prior, who fucceeded.
‘Peyfel, intended, according to fome, to fubje&t
his monks to a ftricter difcipline ; but, by the
account. of others, he propofed to accuftom them
to a wandering life ; diffenfions arofe among:
them, and they paffed fome years in a ftate of
continual difagreement ; they then difperfed,
and afterwards united again in the fame place.
where they were firft eftablithed. The old
" monk told us, that they obferve a ftri& rule,.
and live with the utmoft frugality ; and that a
communion of property is obferved among them:
without the leaft fupremacy, or any other dif~
tinction . whatever; he told us, that he goes
himfelf to church regularly at midnight. They
- have made the yow of poverty and chaftity ;
“there are, however, fome, who rharry, in which
.cafe they quit the houfe, and live with their
.wives elfewhere in the country. Others leave
the houfe without marrying ; but thefe, Father

: F 2 Miller
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Miller obferved, violate, by fo doing, thic cath
they have taken ; yet they cannot be profecuted
for want of a law to that effe&t. They wear a
long gown made of grey cloth for the winter,
and of white linen for the fummer, tied round
the waift with a ftrap of leather. They let the
beard grow, and fleep on a bench, ¢ until,”
faid Father Miller, ¢¢ they fleep in the grave.™
This was his expreflion. ‘The fpirit of the pre-
fent age, and the country they inhabit, being
equally averfe to a monaftic life, Father Miller
perceives, with as much certainty as concern, the.
impending diffolution of his order, which has
fome other eftablifhments in one or two coun=
ties of Pennfylvania. As to the do&trines of the
order, they are a medley of the moft abfurd te~
nets of the Anabaptifts, Univerfalifts, Calvinifts,
Lutherans, Jews, Methodifts, and Roman Ca-
tholics. They lament the fall of our firft pa-
rent, who would rather have for his wife a car-
nal being, Eve, than let the celeftial Sophia, a
being thoroughly divine, bear achild. She weould
have communicated only with the fpiritual na-~
ture of Adam; and thus a race would have
been engendered all pure, and without the leaft
corporeal ingredient, ‘They lament the indul-~

- gence,
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gence, which God thewed in regard to this de-
fire of Adam, who afted on this occafion as
brutes might do. However, God, according to
their do&rine, has merely deferred the period of
this ftate of perfe@ion ; it is certainly to arrive,
and the Dunkers forefee the time, when, after
the general refurreion, the divine Sophia will
defcend into every one of us. All this is to
their fancy as evident and clear as the Song of
Solomon. We wafted nearly two hours in
liftening to the idle prate of the old monk,
-who was happy to entertain us on this {ubje&,
and particularly enraptured at the idea, that the
Sophia would defcend into him. .

" Another monk of the fame order, whom we
‘met with, feemed to be lefs imprefled with this
hope. He was a printer, a man of thirty years
~ of age, who had lived thirtéen years in this
houfe. He told us, that the difcipline of the
arder is by no means fo ftri&, as the old monk
pretended ; that they divide their earnings only
if they choofe; that they live juft as they -
pleafe, and drink coffee and tea. He did not
appear fo enthufialtic a friend to the vow of
chaftity as Father Miller ; and to our queftions,
whether many brothers married, and whether

F 3 they
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they were fuppofed to offend by fo doing, an-
fwered, ¢ that many did, and that, in his opi-
nion, they a&ed rightly ; ¢ for,” faid he, ¢¢ are
not women truly charming !” Before we left
Father Miller, whofe accounts ‘the information
of the young mfonk already. thewed to have
greatly exaggerated every thing, we had an
opportunity of convincing ourfelves, that he
had misftated even the particulars of their way
of living ; for we found in a room, contiguous
to his, a nice feather-bed, in which, he could .
not help confefling, he flept fometimes, and in
which, by the affertion of the young Dunker,
he fleeps every night. In the church we found
a place as much diftinguifhed from the reft, as
that of any prior of a convent of benediftine
monks can be. Monks are every where the
fame men, and live by deceiving others; they -
are every where impoftors : in Europe, and in
America, men are the fame, when placed in the
fame fituation. In point of furniture and out-
- ward appearance the houfe bears a near refem-
blance to a capuchin convent, difplaying every
where an oftentatious poverty by half-hidden
beds of down. We did not vifit the nunnery,
as we fhould have met, there only the fame

o follies
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follies, and the fime naufeous filth; befides,
the nuns, being old, could not in the leaft in-
tereft our cunoﬁty, and we knew already enough
of thefe Dunkers. They are a good-natured
fort of people, they live upon the produce of an
. eftate of three hundred acres, injure nobody.
are laughed at in the country, and yet tolerably

- well beloved.

. The foil between Reading arid Lancafter is
full of fmall lime-ftones, and {flates, which are -
frequently found of a very large fize. Near
~ Lancafter the quantity of lime-ftone encreafes :
the whole country abounds with iron-mines; -
and the iron-works, which are very numerous
between Bethlem and Reading, become more
ftrikingly fo between Reading and Lancafter,
though many of them do not ftand near the
road. We intended to vifit the iron-work of
Mr. CoLMAN, one of the moft confiderable in
the whole diftri&t ; but finding that it was too
much out of our road, we relinquifhed the de-
fign. All we could ‘learn was, that the work-
‘men receive from eight to ten dollars a month,
befides board and lodging. The founder has five
thillings per tun. The price of caft-iron is thirty
fhillings, and of iron in bars forty fhillings a tun.

F4 The
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The high.price of grain in this place is faid to
have much leflened the profits arifing from
founderies.

We had left the fervant, with the baggage
horfe, at Reading, on account of his back being
fore. My friend Guillemard intended at firft to
make the tour from Lancafter to Harrifburg
without the fervant, and to fend him by the
ftraight road to Northumberland, but Jofeph
withed to fee Lancafter. Mr. Guillemard’s
kindnefs could not refufe him this fmall favour ;
he accordingly fet out for Lancafter fome hours
after us, and brought the horfe thither ; we had
leflened his burthen, ‘at leaft by eighty pounds,
and had fent feveral of  Mr. Guillemard’s effe&ts
to Philadelphia. ‘The pack-faddle had been
mended, and yet the poor horfe’s back was
worfe than before. ‘This-is an accident truly
difagreeable, and by no means unimportant ;. for
the difpofition of my fellow traveller does not
allow us to hope a fpeedy end to our fufferings.
We muft have patience, a virtue of material ufe
in all (ituations, while on the contrary impa-
tience never ferves any good purpofe.

Lancafter,
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| Lancgfler, the 11th of Maj.'

We reached Lancafter at nine o’clock at
night, the ufual fupper-time. The groom ar-
rived the next morning with the difabled horfe.
A delay in Laocafter, while the cure of the
horfe was effe&ted, proved the more unpleafant,
as out of the twelve gentlemen, to whom we
had letters of introduétion, three only were in
town. Qeneral HaND, who lives a mile frotn
Lancafter, bappened to be there. We accord-
ingly paid him a vifit, and faw him, as well as
his lady and children. - But, by not returning
our vifit, he gave us a pretty clear proof, that
he was not very defirous of our repeating it. Mr.
Bridle, though in town, was indifpofed ; and
Mr. MoNTGOMERY, to whom we had a letter
from Mr. Bridie, of Reading, was not at home,
when we called at his houfe. This concur-
rence of unpléafant circumitances led us to the
firm determination of removing at once the ob-
ftacles, which, fince our departure from Phila.
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